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The following listing of claims replaces all previous versions of claims in the 
application: 

I . (currently amended) A method for facilitating supplier auditing functions in a 
communications network environment, comprising: 

receiving a request from a user system o fan enterpris e system t o initiate an 
activity, said activity ingluimg^^ an initial or ongoing 

qualification fttM-CXASlLn^ of the enterprise 

syslcmprovklod b^-fHH?ntcrpi4s©-systeiYt-a-mong a-t>kffalky of aclm tyopttetts; 

s;iid enterprise system retrieving data from at least one database, said data 
corresponding to said activity selected; and 

transmitting said data to said user system; 

wherein sard. schedu li mj s aid an d i t includes ; 
cnleiiiHLBJPPli^] 

fomil 

entcri ngj^qucstcr JnJoiQjaj ion mto s aid sched ule form; 
scleciinu a n audito r to ncrforniMjiL^lj.U 
ci itoring a purp ose fo r sa id aud it ; 
entering a tim e frame lor pe rformin g said audit; and 
^rihnijng a copiplctod schedule f orm to.a t.l^iLQnccntiiyLai^ 
wherein fu rlhcLsaid enterprise system includes a quality 
information ncLwork application for executing said -activity options, 

2. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein said activity includes assessing a 
supplier record for determining a need to schedule a supplier audit. 

3. (withdrawn) The method of claim 2, wherein said assessing said supplier 
record includes reviewing: 

past audit activity; 
dale of last audit; and 
results of past audits. 
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4. (canceled) 

5. (canceled) 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 1[5J, wherein said distributing said 
completed schedu Ic form is automatically performed by said quality information network 
application via a distribution list, 

7. (currently amended) The method orcloim 1£5J, wherein said distributing said 
completed schedule form is manually performed by said requester via a distribution list 
provided by said requester. 

B. (currently amended) The method of claim J.[5], wherein said requester is a 
^visional userja lW rj^ 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim .1J.5J, wherein said selecting said 
nud itor by said requester includes selection criteria including; 

geographic locution of site to be audited; 
auditing skills possessed by said auditor; 
a commodity subject to said audit; and 
auditor prc-qualificalion data. 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 9, further comprising: 
automatically transmitting a notice to said auditor; 

receiving a response lojhc.yoticc.nom said auditor by said requester, wherein 
said response is cither a confirmation notice or a rejection notice. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 10, wherein said requester initiates a second 
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auditor selection, based upon receiving said rejection notice, 

12. (currently amended) The method of claim i[ 5 J> wherein said entering said 
lime fVame for performing said audit include: 

entering a date planned for said audit; and 
entering a quarter planned for said audit. 

13. (original) The method of claim I , wherein said activity includes viewing a 
scheduled audit 

14, (original) The method of claim 13, wherein said viewing said scheduled 
audit includes viewing by categories, said categories including: 

all audit;;; 

completed audits; and 
planned audits, 

15, (currently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein said viewing said 
scheduled audit includes viewing by: 

trading pmincrsupplhai 1 ; 
region; 

quarter by region by commodity; 

year by quarter; 

product category; 

requester; 

auditor; 

organization; and 
site owner. 

16. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein said activity includes providing 
audit reporting data by an auditor. 
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17. (withdrawn) The method of claim 16, wherein said providing said audit 
reporting data includes: 

providing audit test results; 
providing audit analysis results; 

providing data pertaining to deficiencies in meeting industry standards; 
providing data pertaining to deficiencies in meeting government standards; 
providing data pertaining to deficiencies in meeting proprietor-imposed standards; 
attaching said audit reporting data to a corresponding audit schedule; 
transmitting said audit reporting data and said corresponding audit schedule to a 
designated entity; and 

proposing corrective actions. 

18. (withdrawn) The method nrdaim 17, wherein said transmitting said audit 
reporting data and said corresponding audit schedule is performed automatically by said 
quality in formation network application via a distribution list* 

19. (withdrawn) The method of claim 17, wherein said transmitting said audit 
reporting data and said corresponding audit schedule is performed manually by said 
auditor via a distribution list provided by said auditor 

20. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein said activity includes viewing 
audit reports. 

21. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein said activity includes viewing 
training data, 

22. (withdrawn) The method of claim 21, wherein said training data includes: 
lectures; 

seminars; 

classes; and 

rc sou rce i n atcri a! s * 
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23. (withdrawn) The mclliod or claim 1, wherein said activity includes viewing 
executive summary reports. 

24. (withdrawn) The method of claim I, wherein said activity includes viewing 
reference data, said reference data including: 

industry standards; 
government standards; and 
proprietor-imposed standards. 

25. (currently amended) A method for facilitating supplier auditing functions in 
a communi cations network environment, comprising: 

receiving a request from a first enterprise system to contact a web site maintained 
by a second enterprise system Jhc first enter prise system c om prising a trading partner of 
1]ic_sccp nd enter prise system ; 

said second enterprise system authenti eating a user ID and password of a user of 
said first enterprise system; 

receiving a request fr om the fust enterpris e system to initiate an activity, said 
activity including viewing resu lts of a n audit perform ed on t he trading p artner bvLtlis 
second en terprise s ystem provkte(4-by said-seeondsmtetprise system-emfr ng a pl urality of 
ael-ivk-y-ttptions; 

said second enterprise system retrieving data correspondin g to s aid aclivilv 
scle&ed.from at least one database, said data i ncluding results of ,ihe_,auditeorr€spondina 
to snid-urtwity^rclectod; and 

transmitting said data to said first enterprise system; 

wherein said second enterprise system includes a quality information network 
application for executing said activity options. 

20, (withdrawn) The method of claim 25, further comprising: 
replicaling selected data fields of a database associated with said second 
enterprise system resulting from a request by said first enterprise to submit data into a 
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supplier response form, said request associated with a first of said activity options; 
providing access to said database; 
displaying said supplier response form; 

receiving response data from said first enterprise system, said response data 
provided in said supplier response form; 

storing said response data in said database; and 

associating said response data with an entity within said second enterprise system. 

27. (withdrawn) The method of claim 26, wherein said entity is a division. 

28. (withdrawn) The method of claim 26, wherein said entity is a commodity, 

29. (withdrawn) 1 he method of claim 26, further comprising: 
receiving an attached text file with said response data. 

30. (withdrawn) The method of claim 26 wherein said associating said response 
data with said entity includes: 

sending a notification to said entity; and 

making said response data availahle to said entity. 

31. (canceled) 

32. (canceled) 

33. (withdrawn) The method of claim 25 4 wherein said first enterprise system is 
a supplier, 

34. (withdrawn) The method of claim 25, wherein said first enterprise system is 
a contract manufacturer. 

35. (wilhdrawn) The method of claim 25, wherein said first enterprise system is 
YOR03000056^asi/r27-0002 7 

PAGE 8/25 * RCVD AT 7/5/2005 1 1 :22: 1 1 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/2 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:S6028601 1 5 1 DURATION (mm-ss):06<58 



JUL-05-2005 TUE 11:36 AM CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



FAX NO. 8602860115 



P. 09 



a trading partner. 

36. (currently amended) A system for facilitating supplier auditing functions in a 
communications network environment, comprising: 

a host system including a web server, an applications server, and a database 

server; 

a dala storage device in communication with said host system; 
quality information network software application being executed by said host 
system; 

a firewall in communication wilh said host system; 
a workstation; and 

a computet- network connecting the host system to the workstatioiir^ierem 
inftHmaliofrui^ is-trtHKfewal t<H)^hos^stei^d-mttde 

available to-tha-qirattly infof nuAkm-nciwo* seftwr^plieati<»; vdier^lheSBalilM 
inJbrmaUflD network s^Tlwar^pplication pcrfornis: 

iniUaiiLan n^yity^d aaifflJialfiE 

retrieving data f^^ saidj.atac^esp^ 
nc liyity select ed; a n id 
transm^ 

whcrriiLSfljji^ 

ciUcjin^mllPLJ^ rc]iilLng.toJhc ii^QaEarLilfidnt 

entcrin^^ 

selcr^mj* anijutlito!^ 

cut or in £ a_ PiUi^QSaJgr 5 a jjLiLUil ill 

entering 

<Kstribi!^ least onconlity- 

37. (currently amended) The syslcm of claim 36, wherein said data storage 
device includes; 
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a reference database; 

an audit schedule database; 

on audit reports database; 

an execul ive summary database; and 

a supplier quality performance database relating to the t rading partner, 

38. (canceled) 

39. (previously presented) The system of claim 36, wherein said computer 

i 

network is the Internet. 

40. (previously presented) The system of claim 36, wherein said computer 
network is an extranet* 

41 . (currently amended) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable 
computer program code for facilitating supplier auditing functions in a communications 
network environment, the storage medium including instructions for causing an 
enterprise system to implement a method comprising: 

receiving a request from a user system associ ated with Ihe enterprise system to 
initiate an activity, said activity including scheduling an aud it for performing an initial or 
o ngoin g qualification of an exi sting or p rospective tradin g partner of the ente rprise 
sy^mprovided bynni^^ activi ty-options; 

said enterprise system retrieving data from at least one database, said data 
corresponding to said activity selected; and 

transmitting said data 1o said user system; 

\vl icrci n sa id scheduling said aud it u icl tides; 

entering supplier dat a rcbumu to the t rading, partner i nto a schedule 

£fl t cri n g , rcqu ester information i r ito s a i djsc h i cd u |c. form: 
selecting a n a u ditor lo perform said audit; 
entering a purpos e for said aiidiU 



9 
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entering a tim e frame for perf orming said au dit: and 
distribut ing a comp leted schedul e form to at leas t one ealitv; anil 
wherein further said enterprise system includes a quality 
information network application for executing said-activity options, 

42. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 41, wherein said activity includes 
assessing a supplier record Tor determining a need to schedule a supplier audit. 

43. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 42, wherein said assessing said 
supplier record includes reviewing: 

past audit activity; 
date of last audit; and 
results of past audits. 

44. (canceled) 

45. (canceled) 

46. (currently amended) The storage medium of chum 4J,[5}, wherein said 
distributing said completed schedule form is automatically performed by said quality 
information network application via a distribution list, 

47. (currently amended) The storage medium of claim 4JJTL wherein said 
distributing said completed schedule form is manually performed by said requester via a 
distribution list provided by said requester. 

48. (currently amended) The storage medium of claim 4J £5], wherein said 
requester is a divisional user comprisin g at least one of an engineer mid develo per of the 
on t crp ri so sys lei n, th e division;)! user re questing in l a ud h. o f a trading partner that 
correspond s with an cj uy necrinu or d evelo per grou p to which the divis ional user belongs . 
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49, (currently amended) The storage medium of claim 41[51, wherein said 
selecting said auditor by said requestor includes selection criteria including: 

geographic location of site to be audited; 
andiling skills possessed by said auditor; 
a commodity subject to said audit; and 
auditor pie-qualification data. 

50. (currently amended) The storage medium of claim 49, further comprising 
instructions for causing a computer to implement: 

automatically transmitting a notice to said auditor; 

receiving a response tojhy notice from said auditor by said requester, wherein 
said response is cither a confirmation noLicc or a rejection notice. 

5 ] . (original) The storage medium of claim 50, wherein said requester initiates a 
second auditor selection, based upon receiving said rejection notice. 

52. (currently amended) The storage medium of claim 4115], wherein said 
entering said time frame for performing said audit includes: 

entering a date planned for said audit; and 
entering a quarter planned for said audit. 

53. (original) The storage medium of claim 41, wherein said activity includes 
viewing a scheduled audit. 

54. (original) The storage medium of claim 53, wherein said viewing said 
scheduled audit includes viewing by categories, said categories including: 

all audits; 

completed audits; and 
planned audits. 

55. (currently amended) The storage medium of claim 53, wherein said viewing 
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said scheduled audit includes viewing by; 

IfpdjDSLPiU'iyp^PP^fi 
region; 

quarter by region by commodity; 

year by quarter; 

product category; 

requester; 

auditor; 

organization; and 
site owner. 

56. (wilhdrawn) The storage medium of claim 41, wherein said activity includes 
providing audit reporting data by an auditor. 

57. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 56, wherein said providing said 
audit reporting data includes: 

providing audit test results; 
providing audit analysis results; 

providing data pertaining to deficiencies in meeting industry standards; 
providing data pertaining to deficiencies in meeting government standards; 
providing data pertaining to deficiencies in meeting proprietor-imposed standards; 
attaching said audit reporting data to a corresponding audit schedule; 
transmitting said audit reporting data and said corresponding audit schedule to a 
designated entity; and 

proposing corrective actions. 

58. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 57, wherein said transmitting said 
audi I reporting data and said corresponding audit schedule is performed automatically by 
said quality information network application via a distribution list. 

59. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 57, wherein said transmitting said 
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audit reporting data and said corresponding audit schedule is performed manually by said 
auditor via a distribution list provided by said auditor. 

60. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 41 , wherein said activity includes 
viewing audit reports. 

61. (withdrawn) The storage medium ordaim 41, wherein said activity includes 
viewing training data. 

62. (withdrawn) The storage medium or claim 61, wherein said training data 
includes: 

lectures; 

seminars; 

classes; and 

resource materials. 

63. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 41, wherein said activity includes 
viewing executive summary reports. 

64. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 41, wherein said activity includes 
viewing reference data, said reference data including: 

industry standards; 
government standards; and 
proprietor-imposed standard.-?. 

65. (currently amended) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable 
computer program code for facilitating supplier auditing functions in a communications 
network environment, the storage medium including instructions for causing an 
enterprise system to Implement a method comprising: 

receiving a request from a first enterprise system to contact a web site maintained 
by a second enterprise syrtcmJhafuaU^ 
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( he second enter prise system: 

said second enterprise system authenticating a user ID and password of a user of 
said first enterprise system; 

receiving a request to initiate an activity, said activity ii\Q.hidioa-JKyiQwii vg results 
of an audit per formed on the trading p art ner by the second enterpriscp rovided by s ai d 
second enterprise system among a- plurality of activity- options; 

said second enterprise system retrieving data corresponding to said activity 
sdceled. from at least one database, said data including Ihc results of the 
ay i diJcon-Gspond ^>g^o^wl*e tfyky^ye ttxl; and 

transmitting said dala to said first enterprise system; 

wherein said second enteiprise system includes a quality information network 
application for executing said-activity options. 

66. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 65, further comprising 
instructions for causing a computer to implement: 

replicating selected data fields of a database associated with said second 
enterprise system resulting from a request by said first enterprise to submit data into a 
supplier response form, said request associated with a first of said activity options; 

providiug access to said database; 

displaying said supplier response form; 

receiving response data from said first enterprise system, said response data 
provided in said supplier response form; 

storing said response data in said database; and 

associating said response data with an entity within said second enterprise system, 

67. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 66, wherein said entity is a 
division, 

68. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 66, wherein said entity is a 
commodity. 
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69. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 66, further comprising 
instructions Tor causing a computer to implement: 

receiving an attached text file with said response data. 

70. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 66 wherein said associating said 
response data with said entity includes: 

sending a notification to said entity; and 
making said response data available to said entity. 

71. (canceled) 

72. (canceled) 

73. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 65, wherein said first enterprise 
system is a supplier. 

74. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 65, wherein said first enterprise 
system is a contract manufacturer. 

75. (withdrawn) The storage medium of claim 65, wherein said first enterprise 
system is ;i trading partner. 



76. (canceled) 

77. (currently amended) The system of claim 7636, wherein said distributing 
Mid completed schedule form is automatically performed by said quality information 
network application via a distribution list. 

78. (currently amended) The system of claim 7636, wherein said distributing 
said completed schedule form is manually performed by said requester via a distribution 
list provided by said requester. 
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79. (currently amended) The syslcm of claim 7636, wherein said requester is a 
divisional uscrwivujrki^L^ 

80. (currently amended) The system of claim 7636 wherein said selecting said 
auditor by said requester includes selection criteria including: 

geographic location of site to he audited; 
auditing skills possessed by said auditor; 
a commodity subject to said nudit; and 
auditor prc-qualificalion data. 

81. (currently amended) The system of claim 80, further comprising: 
automatically transmitting a notice to said auditor; 

receiving a response to the noligofrom said auditor by said requester, wherein 
said response is cither a con finnation notice or a rejection notice. 

82. (previously presented) The system of claim 81, wherein said requester 
initiates a second auditor selection, based upon receiving said rejection notice. 
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